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About 
PabianLaw

ÅPabianLaw is a premier national corporate 
immigration law firm 

ÅMajor focus on the private club and hospitality 
industries (H-2B visas, year-round visas, and 
green card applications)

ÅHeavily involved with numerous industry 
groups in the private club, hotel, resort, and ski 
industries

ÅNational firm headquartered in Massachusetts

ÅWe focus on customer-service, results, and 
client education

ÅIntroduced 1st-ever proprietary H-2B visa 
software platform, Pabian BOOM!, in April 
2020

ÅKeith is a proud HFTP Member & past Board 
Member of the New England Club Chapter



At this moment, what is happening 
from an immigration standpoint?

How is COVID-19 affecting U.S. immigration?



What has changed since 
mid-March?



Immigration-related changes 
since outbreak of COVID-19

ÅSuspension of Premium Processing (expedited processing)

ÅReturn of Premium Processing just announced!!!

ÅClosures of U.S. consulates and embassies worldwide

Å¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƻǇŜƴ ϧ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ

ÅLand border closures with Canada and Mexico

ÅClosures of international borders and airports

ÅClosure of government offices/suspension of interviews

ÅUnprecedently high unemployment



tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
Immigration

ÅSigned on April 22nd

Å60 Day Suspension of some green card applications filed through consulate/embassies

ÅDid nothing to affect any work that we do with clubs
ÅH-2B visas, J-1 visas, H-1B visas, green card applications, etc.

ÅIn order, instructions to speak to agency heads within 60 days for recommendations
ÅSupport and opposition for additional changes and/or extension of order



Changes 
targeting 
Chinese 
nationals

ÅLimitations on Optional Practical Training (OPT) for Chinese 
students with ties to military

ÅHong Kong to be considered part of mainland China



Is immigration to the 
U.S. still possible?



But, what could be 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎΧŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ



Poll: Are you worried about potential changes to U.S. 
immigration laws during/as a result of the pandemic?



tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ wŀǘƛƴƎǎ





Poll: If U.S. immigration were suspended, do you think it should be due to high 
unemployment, protecting against the spread of the virus, or both?. 

immigration laws during/as a result of the pandemic?



Conflicting Immigration Views in 
the Trump White House

ÅKushner

ÅwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ά¢ǊǳƳǇ ǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ 
²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΚέ

ÅH-2B seasonal visas

ÅH-1B professional year-round visas

ÅEB-5 investment green cards

ÅMiller

ÅAnti-immigration

Åά¢ǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƻŦŦέ

Å!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ άŎƘŀƛƴ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴέ



Possible changes to U.S. 
Immigration due to COVID-19

IMPORTANT: These are currently all just rumors!!!



H-1B Visa Rumored Changes

Åhƴƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦{!

ÅForcing employers to pay Level 4 wages

ÅMandating recruitment as part of application process

ÅSuspension of Employment Authorization for spouses of 
H-1B visa holders

ÅEmployers are not required to sponsor the foreign 
national spouses for work authorization



What could prevent these 
changes?

Å{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ 
utilize H-1B visas

ÅThey are going to have BIG opinions on any 
changes

ÅLobbying efforts are underway



Rumored Changes to OPT and 
CPT

ÅWork authorization through F-1 visas that allows foreign 
nationals to work for employers in a job related to their 
field of study
ÅEmployers are not required to sponsor the foreign national for 

this work authorization

ÅLimiting or suspending this work allowance

ÅExtra period of work available to STEM graduates
ÅCould this go away?



What could prevent these 
changes?

ÅUniversities and colleges rely on foreign 
nationals to pay the bills

ÅOften they are some of the few that pay full 
tuition

ÅLobbying efforts are underway



Rumored changes to the L-1 
visa

ÅSuspension of L-1A and L-1B intercompany transferee 
visas

ÅSuspension of Employment Authorization for spouses of 
L-1 visa holders

ÅEmployers are not required to sponsor the foreign 
national spouses for work authorization



What could prevent these 
changes?

Å{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ 
L-1 visas to move top executives and managers

ÅThey are going to have BIG opinions on any 
changes

ÅLobbying efforts are underway



Rumored changes to J-1 visas

ÅSuspension of J-1 visas

ÅU.S. Department of State was one of earliest agencies to 
get involved to try to curb use of J-1 visas during 
pandemic

ÅInitiatives seemed aimed at protecting foreign 
national trainees



What could prevent these 
changes?

ÅConcern here is that J-1 visas have been a target of 
Trump administration even while he was on 
campaign trail pre-presidency

ÅJ-1 visas are not supposed to do substantive work

ÅCould this come to fruition?

ÅWould likely see some exceptions for essential areas 
(ex. Physicians) Employers are not required to 
sponsor the foreign national spouses for work 
authorization




